








Contents 


Nazis hijack Irish hero 


Luger mystery in nazi 
murders 


News in Brief 
New Fihrer for BNP? 


BNP ‘hero’ shows true 
colours 


Kent fascists hopping 
mad 


Neanderthals go to 
ground 


Whispers 
Stabbing in Barking 


Anti-Semitic attacks 
double 9-10 


Arsons on the increase ai 
What their papers say 12 


Recap: A-Z of who’s 
who on the far right 13 


International round-up 


CARF: Black sections 
and the Labour Party 17 


Police attacks and self- 
defence 18 


Black doctor under 
attack 18 


Anti-racist rhetoric 
challenged 18-19 


Blowing the whistle on 
the Daily Mail 19 


CARF Area Round-up 


October 1985 No.124 


Published by Searchlight 
Publishing Ltd., 

37B New Cavendish Street, 
LONDON W1M 8JR. 

01-928 9801 


ISSN 0262-4591 





Printed by The Russell Press Ltd., 
45 Gamble Street, 

Forest Road West, 

Nottingham. 


Trade distributors: Moore Harness 
Ltd., Melton Road, Thurmaston, 
Leicester LE4 8BP. 

Telephone: (0533) 696542. 


Searchlight is supported by 
the Greater London Council. 





Ste fieyats), 





An open letter to the new Home Secretary 


Dear Mr Hurd, 

As the new Home Secretary you inherit a situation, for which your predecessor 
must bear much responsibility, where black people despair of your government’s 
willingness to deal with the ever-mounting problems of racial violence against 
them. For thousands of black people in our inner cities, attacks and intimidation 
in the streets are an everyday reality — not a possibility or a threat, but a real fact 
of life. Even in their homes they cannot escape the increasingly deadly attentions 
of racists: houses and shops are being burned down with a sickening regularity 
and people are being murdered. But as the death toll rises, black people have to 
face the fact that in only a tiny minority of cases is anyone ever brought to trial. 
The killers of the Khan and Kassam families, whose homes were put to the torch 
by racists as they slept, are still free, and police all too often demonstrate a less 
than determined approach to solving these atrocities, by insinuating to journalists 
that motives other than race hatred have been behind particular attacks. Search- 
light has been investigating some of these allegations, and we will show in our 
next issue just how utterly false some of this police rumour-mongering has been. 

We all witnessed just how sternly your predecessor dealt with allegations of 
intimidation against strikebreaking miners during the pit strike. We saw 
saturation protection of strikebreakers’ homes and we heard Leon Brittan boast 
of sending in undercover squads to identify the perpetrators of alleged violence. 

The constrast between his no-holds-barred measures against pit violence, and 
his couldn’t care less approach to racial attacks was not lost on the black 
communities. Without a different approach, you will contribute as much as he 
did to the terror that is felt in those communities. 

Don’t be surprised when you find black people beginning to take the defence of 
their homes and neighbourhoods into their own hands. At the moment they can 
count on no-one else, and for that your government (and your predecessor in 
particular) are largely to blame. 

Another matter to which you might give some urgent attention is the continued 
presence in London of convicted fascist terrorists from Italy. In a series of bland, 
dismissive letters to MPs, Leon Brittan blathered on of how EEC regulations 
prevented him from doing anything about it. And this despite evidence produced 
by Searchlight and others, of the contribution being made by these fugitives to 
the increasingly violent activities of the National Front, with whom they are now 
co-operating closely. 

Frankly, given the colour of your government’s politics, we do not hold out 
particularly high hopes of and improvement in either of these areas. It will 
continue to be necessary for black people to defend themselves, and Searchlight 
will have to carry on, without apology, drawing attention to the fact that your 
government is soft on right-wing terrorism. 

But we would be happy to be proved wrong. 
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HIJACK 
IRISH 
HERO 


PROMINENT members of the 
recently launched Michael Collins 
Association, dedicated to the 
memory of the murdered Irish 
leader, were horrified last month to 
be told that they were the victims 
of a clever confidence trick by one 
of Britain's foremost nazis, League 
of St George leader Mike Griffin. 

Since its inception last year the 
Association has had phenomenal success in 
Ireland and especially in Britain’s Irish 
community, drawing upon the widespread 
interest that exists in Collins’ life and 
beliefs. Even members of Collins’ family 
have been involved as the Association’s 
activities received considerable coverage in 
Irish newspapers. Its growth was rapid and 
its first public event in London earlier this 
year drew a packed audience which 
delighted its astonished organisers. 

All the time, Mike Griffin, whose 
‘advertisement in the Jrish Post a year ago 
announced the Association’s birth, kept it 
under a tight personal rein, assuming the 
role of secretary and organiser, and going 
to extraordinary lengths to hide from his 
enthusiastic committee colleagues his 
lifelong devotion to nazism. They were 
stunned when Searchlight revealed to them 
recently that the smooth talking, apparently 
kindly Collins-enthusiast, for whom they 
had developed something of an affection, 
was a senior figure in the British and 
international nazi hierarchy. 

Brian Quinn joined the Association after 
answering Griffin’s advertisement in the 
Irish Post. He quickly became involved in 
the running of the group and attended 
committee meetings at Griffin’s Pinner, 
Middlesex home. ‘‘I’m totally shocked’’ he 
told Searchlight. ‘If I'd had any inkling of 
Mike Griffin’s involvement with these 





Mike Griffin (right) marches with League of St George at Diksmuide nazi rally. 


people I wouldn’t have had any dealings 
with the Association. I feel very angry and 
also saddened that Michael Collins’ name 
and memory may have been slurred by any 
links with these lunatics’’. 


Terrorists 


Griffin was one of a small group of former 
Mosleyites who, in the early 1970s, became 
disillusioned with political activity which 
seemed to comprise for the most part 
playing cheer leader to Britain’s fascist 
leader-in-waiting, by then cosily established 
across the Channel at Orsay. They set up 
the League of St George, which in only a 
few years established itself as one of the 
most important nazi groups in the UK. An 
umbrella organisation, it had members in 
all of Britain’s mainstream nazi groups and 
saw its task as keeping alive the true spirit 
of national socialism at a time when other 
far right groups like the National Front 
were playing down their affinity with the 
Hitler regime. In a notorious editorial 
they proclaimed ‘‘Why we are national 
socialists’’. The League organised social 
and cultural events, developed a close 
symbiotic relationship with nazi 
paramilitary groups who saw it as an ideal 
pool in which to fish for recruits, and 
became the main point of contact in this 
country for nazi and terrorist groups all 
over the world. 

In 1981, it was the League who organised 
safehousing for German and _ Italian 
terrorists fleeing from their own countries. 
One fugitive, Willi Kraus, wrote to a 
‘comrade’ that Mike Griffin had been his 
first port of call when he arrived in Britain 
from Germany, and had passed him on to 
British Movement members who found him 
work. 





Griffin was the uncrowned king of the 
League. His name rarely appeared on its 
circulars or publications, but he was in 
every sense the lynchpin of the organisation 
and a fanatical nazi. ‘‘Even if you put me in 
the gutter’? he once told an anti-fascist, 
“T’ll still hold on to my beliefs’’. 

None of this, of course, was apparent to 
people like Brian Quinn and Sean Maguire, 
who responded eagerly when the Collins 
Association was set up, and who threw their 
energies into helping Griffin make it a 
success. When they asked him about his 
politics he described himself as ‘‘slightly 
right of centre” and denied ever having 
belonged to any political organisation. 

His intentions, in retrospect, become 
clear. The Association’s magazine was 
called Historical Review (later changed to 
Irish Historical Review) and carried 
articles, for instance about T.E. Lawrence, 
which reflected long-standing interests of 
the League’s own journal League Review 
(later National Review). Association 
leaflets and membership cards were printed 
in a germanic script, and a peculiarly 
Gothic bust of Collins decorated its 
handouts. All of this was arranged by 
Griffin, with the help of a ‘‘very reasonable 
printer’’ whose identity was never 
disclosed, but who is almost certainly the 
Brighton nazi publisher Anthony Hancock. 

At their frequent visits to Griffin’s home, 
Sean Maguire and Brian Quinn were 
introduced to ‘‘close family friends’? — 
men like Keith Thomson and Doug 
Harrison, stalwart nazis like Griffin, who, 
like him, were extremely careful to let 
nothing slip about their true beliefs. When, 
on one occasion, Griffin’s wife ‘Nan’ let 
slip a racist comment, she was abruptly 
silenced by Griffin himself. 


Continued on page 4 
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GRIFFIN e e e continued 





Griffin was the Association’s ‘Mister 
Fixit’. Anything needed for a public event 
— from a video to a flagpole — he would 
organise, without ever letting it be known 
where the item had come from. In fact, 
much of it was done through his League 
contacts. Former NF parliamentary 
candidate and League member, Bernard 
Franklin was roped in, for instance, to 
provide sophisticated video equipment for a 
showing of a film of Collins’ life at the Irish 
Centre in London. 

All the time, Griffin was anxious to make 
new contacts. He was delighted when 
Father Roger Clarke from Leicester agreed 
to lecture on Collins at the Association’s 
inaugural event. Now Father Clarke — a 
firmly committed anti-racist — is furious at 
having been taken in. 


Contacts 


But Griffin was even more ambitious, 
and began assiduously cultivating contacts 
in the Irish business community, at the Irish 
embassy — and in the film world. He made 
base with writers Neil Jordan and Ed 
Gormley, who both have an interest in 
writing of Collins’ life, and wheeled himself 
in on plans for a feature film about Collins 
which have already involved approaches to 
major sources of funding in Hollywood. 
Neither Gormley or Jordan, it must be said, 
had any reason to suspect the urbane, 
plausible Griffin as he insinuated his way 
into their confidence. 

Even Griffin’s home, once 
decorated with League of St 


freely 
George 





— 


paraphanalia, has been sanitised. The only 
clues to his real self which a visitor might 
spot are a framed picture of the Diksmuide 
memorial (site of the annual nazi pilgrimage 
in Belgium where a League delegation is 
always present) and an SS dagger on show 
in the living room. The latter is explained 
away to guests as a historical curio, but it is 
known that some League members are 
honorary members of SS_ veterans’ 
organisations. 


Top: Griffin's “valued friend” Keith Thomson with US nazi leader Edward Fields at 








Diksmuide. Below: Griffin's stamp on the MCA journal. 


A highly respected nazi 


BOTH the League of St George and 
the Michael Collins Association 
have benefited from the lucrative 
living which Mike Noel Griffin 
makes as an insurance salesman. 


His large, comfortable home testifies 
to the handsome income which his work 
brings in, but he openly tells colleagues 
that he sees work in purely instrumental 
terms: to finance his ‘other activities’. 
Nonetheless, his business success is such 
that he was recently elected as President 
of Shepherds Bush Rotary Club, after 
serving as its vice-president last year. 

Griffin left Ireland in the early 1950s 
to join the RAF after being turned down 
by the Irish Air Corps. He joined Air 
Reconnaissance Intelligence and was 
posted to Cyprus. In 1955 he was taken 
aside by his commanding officer, told 
‘‘we know you’re an IRA plant’’, and 
confined to barracks. The RAF’s 
suspicions probably stemmed from an 
IRA attempt to recruit Griffin while he 
was a young man. Griffin claimed that 


he had rejected their overtures, but was 
nevertheless posted from Cyprus to 
Aden, where he did next to nothing and 
was promoted twice. 

Returning to the UK he became an 
instructor in reconnaissance intelligence. 
He left to join the Rank Organisation, 
first as a projectionist, but later as 
manager of one of its most prestigious 
cinemas. From there he went into 
insurance where he prospered, first with 
a syndicate of brokers and later on his 
own. Much of his trade is with RAF 
personnel on bases in west London. 
Now he is highly respected in local 
business circles. 

Through these, and especially through 
the Rotary Club, he has cultivated a 
wide range of influential contacts, and 
boasts in particular of his close 
association with a former governor of 
Wormwood Scrubs, a former prison 
officer from the same prison (who takes 
him as a guest to the prison officers’ 
club), and a senior police officer at 
Hendon Police College. 


ROTARY: Noel Griffin, a 
native of Ballina, Co. Mayo, 
has been elected president of 
the Rotary Club in Shepherds 
Bush, west London. 

Among the projects which 
will be pursued by the club 
during his year of presidency 
are fund-raising for the aged 
and one-parent families, as 
well as purchasing 
broadcasting equipment for 
the radio service at 
Hammersmith Hospital. 


Nazi's progress: from the /rish Post, 
24.8.85. 





LUGER 
MYSTERY 


VA | 
MURDER 





The law in England sometimes acts 
very strangely. The trial of Diana 
Jade Durkin at Sheffield Crown 
Court this summer revealed a 
bizarre romance between a 
36-year-old policeman and a social 
security officer with an interest in 
violent sex, witchcraft and nazism. 
Their short marriage ended with 
her husband, Pat, dead by a single 
shot through his chest from a 
German Luger pistol. 


Diana Durkin is now serving a three year 
term of probation as an in-patient at a 
mental hospital. Her defence was that she 
gunned down her husband out of fear when 
he struck out at her, kicked her and threw 
her from their bed threatening to leave her. 


‘as 


Diana and Pat Durkin on their wedding day. 


If it is true that Mr Durkin was a violent 
man, it may well have been a mutual 
attraction. From the evidence in the case it 
emerged that for several years Diana had 
had a sexual interest in whips, black leather 
and jack boots. A local photographer who 
had taken nearly two hundred photos of her 
said she would never pose topless or nude 
but would arrive with two suitcases of 
clothes that portrayed a sick interest in 
whips and gangsterism. 

According to her work mates Diana 
Durkin was ‘‘very racist when you knew her 
well’’. Her racism led her into contact with 
an unnamed right wing organisation and it 
was while she was in this outfit, according 
to the prosecution, that she acquired the 
Luger. 

Prosecuting counsel Anthony Purnell, 
QC went on to say she had not bought it for 





any sinister reasons. According to her 


statement she bought the gun and 
ammunition from a man called Day for a 
mere £25. Day was described as a man in his 
60s. 

So is it normal for members of far right 
groups to be sold guns in this way without a 
peep of protest from the courts? And why 
are Sheffield police saying they do not 
intend to charge anyone for supplying the 
weapon and ammunition? One might think 
Diana Durkin’s friends and lovers in 
official circles were not limited to her dead 
policeman husband. 

Why did this court, sitting before Justice 
Hodgson, choose such a lenient way out for 
a woman who, according to her associates, 
liked to project an image of a Hitlerian 
woman fascinated by the violence of the 
Third Reich? 





@ TEACHERS’ UNION ROW 


Bradford teachers have found themselves in the 
midst of controversy following a small donation 
to an anti-fascist group. Bradford branch of the 
National Union of Teachers made a £25 
donation and affiliated to the Bradford Anti- 
Fascist Defence Committee. They took the 
action after retired headmaster Stanley Clinton- 
Garrett stood for the British National Party in a 
local election. NUT branch secretary Ian Murch 
said that Clinton-Garrett had preached apartheid 
in schools. 

Now the NUT’s legal advisers have ruled that 
the donation should be cancelled, because the 
anti-fascist committee falls outside the aims of a 
teaching union. A meeting between Bradford 
NUT and national officials of the union is 
planned. (Bradford Telegraph & Argus 17.7.85.) 


@ POLICE BLIND TO RACISTS 


Police have been accused of turning a blind eye 
to racists when dealing with attacks against 
Asians. Community leaders in Kent have spoken 
out following a spate of arson attacks on Asian 
properties. 

Brian Sangha, vice-chairman of Gravesend 
Asian Welfare Society, said that Kent 
Constabulary were not getting a true picture of 
racism because local police stations were not 
informing the community services department of 
racist attacks. (Weekly Gleaner, London 
23.8.85). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ FASCIST LEAFLETS DUMPED 


Leaflets produced by the British National Party 
have been dumped in libraries in the Humberside 
area. Racist leaflets have been found in Hessle 
and Cottingham libraries. 

Humberside Director of Leisure Services, Mr 
Michael Boardman, has instructed staff at the 
county’s 80 libraries to look out for the leaflets 
and remove them. (Hu/l Daily Mail 29.7.85.) 


@ LEICESTER DEFENCE FUND 


A defence fund has been set up to help anti- 
fascists arrested at a British National Party rally. 
The BNP rally was held on 20 April 1985 in 
support of their candidate in the county council 
elections. When John Tyndall attempted to 
address the meeting, his voice was drowned by 
chanting from anti-fascists. The BNP attacked 
the protestors and the police moved in. Nine 
anti-fascists, but only two BNP members, were 
arrested. 

Donations to: Leicester Anti-Fascist Defence 
Campaign, 25 Hipwell Crescent, Leicester. 


@ NF BANS 


The National Front has been banned from 
holding a meeting in Chatham Town Hall. The 
local stormtroopers have now threatened to hold 
a ‘‘sit down protest’’ on the Town Hall steps. 

In Loughborough, Conservative councillors 
have turned down a Labour call for a ban on NF 
rallies. Conservative leader Mrs Mollie Byford 
said such decisions were best left to the Chief 
Constable. (Kent Evening Post 23.8.85; 
Loughborough Echo 26.17.84.) 


@ DOWN THE TUBE 


The National Front recently attempted a 
newspaper sale outside Oakwood tube station, 
Middlesex. The four youths were quickly 
disheartened by the hostile reactions of passers- 
by, and left after half an hour without managing 
a single sale. (Palmers Green & Southgate 
Gazette 25.7.85.) 


@ EDGWARE PAPER ‘“‘PRO NF”’ 


An Edgware newspaper has been accused of 
giving sympathetic coverage to the National 
Front. The Edgware, Mill Hill and Kingsbury 
Times was criticised by a reader, who said he was 
“disgusted at the recent coverage you have given 
to the cause of the local National Front’’. In a 
recent article, the newspaper used the phrase 
“the ‘Racist’ NF’’, thus suggesting that the NF’s 
racism was a matter of doubt. (Edgware, Mill 
Hill & Kingsbury Times 4.7.85 & 11.7.85.) 
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Tyndall 
‘*a spent 
force... 


Over the last few months Richard 
Edmonds, former teacher at Tulse Hill 
comprehensive school, has been talked 
about as an emergent force in the BNP. 

Always keen to step in when his fiihrer is 
indisposed because of family difficulties, he 
is now tipped as an alternative to Tyndall as 
leader. 

His group of followers in south-east 
London is one of the most active party units 
in the country. Because he is less dogmatic 
than Tyndall over nationalist unity, he may 
be the man to finally heal the long-standing 
breach with the National Front. 

Even hardline Tyndall loyalists, like east 
London heavy Robin May, are now 
privately describing Tyndall as ‘‘a spent 
force’’. 


... rival 
rallies 
support 


Parked cars in Bristol were 
subjected to a long harangue by 
balding Tyndall look-alike Richard 
Edmonds on 31 August. 

Bristol was another stop on John 
Tyndall’s nazi boss’s grand tour of the 
nation, but it seems nobody, including the 
local council, was prepared to let him into a 
hall for the rally. 

Although JT complained that police and 
communists had combined to stop him, it 
was to no avail. The rally — minus Tyndall 
— ended up in a suburban car park after 
being chased by anti-fascists from Bristol to 
Chippenham and half-way back again. 
There Edmonds addressed around 30 of the 
faithful, mainly bussed in for the occasion, 
and a much larger number of cars. This 
was, perhaps, a little better than Tyndall’s 
address to the sheep on a moor outside 
Bradford some time ago. 

We cannot however see the ranks being 
swelled by many Escorts, Jaguars or 
Metros, although a few Volkswagens and 
Audis might just sign up. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 





GLC TO RUN ANTI-FASCIST CONFERENCE 


The GLC’s Ethnic Minority Unit is 
organising an anti racist conference with the 
provisional date of Sunday 10 November at 
County Hall London SE1. 


The conference will discuss the strategy 
and tactics of fascist organisations and how 
best communities can organise against 


them. There will also be area reports: 
workshops will deal with specific topics 
such as women and racial violence and the 
use of the law in fighting racism. 

Groups and individuals interested should 
contact the GLC Ethnic Minorities Unit, 
County Hall, London SE1 for further 
details and credentials. 


British National Party ‘goons’ on 
the attack at a party rally in 
Leicester earlier this year. On this 
occasion a nazi specimen is seen 
punching a woman half his size in 
the face. Still, we suspect that this 
kind of opponent plus the odd old 


BNP “HERO” SHOWS TRUE COLOURS 


age pensioner is about this gutless 
moron’s mark. 


Courtroom victory 


At almost every BNP demon- 
stration, march or rally the thug 
element takes over and attacks 





hecklers, while the police stand by 
and look on; and then arrest the 
anti-fascists. 

In Bradford the courts were not 
prepared to tolerate this and 
dismissed charges against the anti- 
fascists of assaulting the police. 





KENT FASCISTS 
HOPPING MAD 


Those who love history and wish to 
maintain historic buildings in Kent may be 
attracted by the Kent Heritage Group. 

When this group ran a jumble sale to 
raise funds in St Georges Hall, Deal 
recently, locals thought they recognised 
some of the young men manning the stalls. 
‘On checking who had organised the event 
and placed an advertisement for it in the 
local paper, they came up with Paul 
Johnson, a leading light in Kent NF, an NF 
parliamentary candidate for Gravesham in 
the 1983 general election, and now an NF 
directorate member. 

Johnson is chairman of the Kent 
Heritage Group. He got very hot under the 
collar when his con was exposed by the 
local papers and refused to answer 
questions about the organisation and who 
else was involved in it. He later wrote to the 
local press claiming the group was set up to 
raise money for heritage and preservation 
schemes in Kent. 

A Kent police spokesman suggested that 
suspicions of a tie-up between the NF and 
the Heritage Group ‘‘may well be right’’. 
We wonder whether they have a fraud 
squad in Kent? 


sory 
sae 








Kent NF’s planned headquarters? 


Top: 
Below: its architect, the elusive Paul 
Johnson. 


SEER ORES 
NEANDERTHALS 
GO TO GROUND 


Despite the National Front’s downright lies 
about not being involved in football 
violence, they once again gave the game 
away when they urged readers of National 
Front News to turn out for the start of the 
football season. 

So far there has been no sign of another 
issue of Bulldog, but we are fascinated at 
the name changes on the editorial pages of 
their other journals. Most of the new names 
appear to be pure invention. Could it be 
that Wingfield, Anderson, Pearce and 
friends are growing apprehensive of further 
charges under the Race Relations Act? 

In Kent, where the Front declared they 
would leaflet Gillingham Football Club, 
local club chairman Charles Cox seemed 
less than enthusiastic at the prospect. The 
local MP, Jim Counchman, was more to 
the point when he said ‘‘I am disappointed 
the National Front has decided to confirm 
by this action its malign interest in 
football’’. 

In Leeds the United ground has recently 
been daubed with the words ‘‘We are back 
Leeds NF 1985’’. 











PRIVATE DICK 


ek 
roNieD 


LAL Travel now have 
this man in custody at 
their Middleton office. 


If you have been 


trying to find him you 
can now speak to him 




















USE WARD - apart from Eddy's 

usual friendly, knowledgeable and 
helpful service a special reward of 
FREE INSURANCE will be given to all 
Eddy's previous friends and clients 
booking their travel requirements with 
this wanted man. 





8 Middleton District Centre, Middleton, Leeds. Sel: Leeds 709815 
Branches et Armiey, Gerforth, Normanton, Rothwell and Yeadon. 





THOUGHT you'd seen everything? Well 
feast your eyes on this little gem from the 
Yorkshire Post, advertising the services of 
friendly Eddy — special agent. 

He is of course former fiihrer of the 
National Action Party, and one of the most 
incorrigible thugs on the far right. 

But some nazi veterans think he’s a 
special agent of a different sort. 

Over to you John Tyndall. 


* % * 


BELT UP DR LITTLE 


LOONY racist and anti-semite Dr Kitty Little 
has just been fined £20 for refusing to wear a 
car seat belt. During her trial police said her 
so-called scientific evidence was totally 
irrelevant to the case. She has a previous 
conviction for the same offence. 

In court she claimed the support of a 
group called ‘Choice in personal safety’. We 
suspect it’s not a million miles removed 
from another outfit called ‘Choice’, run by 
Dr Little’s racist playmate, Jane Birdwood. 

Another defendant in court that day was 
Brian Nicholas who turned up wearing a 
turban although not a Sikh. He said he was 
trying to avoid wearing a crash helmet. He 
too did not fare well and was fined. He also 
turned out to be involved with this potty 
organisation and has eight convictions for 
not wearing a seat belt. 


FRONT RUNNER IN FOUR 
MINUTE HEIL 


WHAT is it about being interviewed by 
foreigners that makes British nazis think 
they can take such liberties with facts? It's 
almost as if they cannot comprehend the 
possibility that their views published abroad 
might nevertheless be read and savoured by 
anyone within these shores. 

A good case in point is NF Directorate 
member, ‘Instant Response Group’ 
organiser and Skrewdriver lead singer lan 
Stuart. A recent issue of the American anti- 
semitic paper Spotlight (published by Willis 
Carto’s Liberty Lobby) carries a glowing 
tribute to this comfortably brought up thug 
who now poses as the voice of 
dispossessed white youth. Under the 
headline ‘UK White Youths Proud of 
Heritage’, we are told that Stuart is a 
veritable front line fighter for race and 
nation. Stuart himself boasts that ‘‘We 
seem to do very well in battles with Blacks 
and Reds. | have never been present at a 
fight which has been lost. Remember, we 
have an ideal to uphold: that of our blood, 
our honour and our flag”. 

Well, not quite, lan. Do we have to remind 
you of that inauspicious occasion not long 
ago at Chapel Market in north London? You 
might recall a small fracas which broke out 
when you and some of your unsavoury 
friends tried to sell papers and shout your 
objectionable slogans. Remember the irate 
passers-by who set upon you? And do you 
remember your own ‘Instant Response’? 


That's right, you legged it down the street 
just as fast as your little legs could carry 
you, leaving your hapless comrades 
(including the German lady) to face the 
music for themselves. 

All mouth, lan. 


* % * 


REWRITING HERSTORY 


AN interesting little item of correspondence 
in New Society of 26 July. Our old rightist- 
libertarian friend Mark Taha puts pen to 
paper to explain his opposition to morality 
campaigner Victoria Gillick, ““a dangerous 
lunatic” in his book. An unremarkable 
enough observation, given his hardline ‘free 
for all’ politics, but one made in the context 
of attacking the pro-Gillick views of 
Jonathan Guinness. 

But what's this? “I am certain” he writes, 
“that Jonathan Guinness had a tolerant and 
understanding mother (that is the 
impression | have of Lady Diana Mosley)”. 

Diana Mosley? Tolerant? Understanding? 

One thing which shines like a beacon 
through most of the available literature 
about Sir Oswald and his second wife is 
that, if anything, Diana was even more 
hardline in her beliefs than her husband, 
with whom she agreed on most things. She 
has stuck firmly to these less than liberal 
views to this day. 

But perhaps Taha has read only her own 
autobiography. 





DOUBLE DUTCH... 





THE art of re-writing history doesn't always 
have to involve the tortured distortion of 
historical fact in the manner of a Richard 


Verrall or a Dave McCalden. As NF 
theoretician Derek Holland has shown on a 
couple of recent occasions, much simpler 
and less tiresome techniques can also be 
employed. 

Take for instance, his recent /Vationalism 
Today article about the 1921 white miners’ 
strike in South Africa. Here Holland 
provides an object lesson in the technique 
of simply omitting embarrassing facts — in 
this case, a very embarrassing fact indeed. 

Predictably, he is much taken by the 
bloody struggle by the white miners against 
the introduction of black workers into the 
mines. ‘Black scabs’, as he calls them, were 
murdered, and the Smuts government used 
severe military measures to end the 
violence. 

But history's little practical joke is 
completely missed out. The man, you see, 
who led the army charge which finally put 
down the white revolt was none other than 





A.K. Chesterton — who went on to become 
the very first chairman of the National 
Front. 

Another little Holland faux pas appears ina 
article he penned for the latest issue of 
another Front ‘theoretical’ journal New 
Nation. \n it, he calls on the NF’s ‘political 
soldiers’ to revive ‘the spirit of the Alamo’. 
What he forgets (or possibly doesn't know) 
is that the Alamo was defended by the 
founders of freemasonry in West Texas. Our 
picture shows a plaque erected on the wall 
of the Alamo in San Antonio. Erected by the 
Grand Lodge of Texas, it commemorates 
“the birthplace of Freemasonry in West 
Texas” and its founder members James 
Bonham, Jim Bowie, Davy Crockett, 
Almason Dickenson and William Barrett 
Travis — each one a ‘hero’ of the Alamo. 

As we all know, in the Front’s great 
scheme of things, freemasons rank second 
only to Jews as conspirators against race 
and nation. 

In sporting circles this is known as an 
own goal. 





Barking in east London was on 10 
August 1985 the scene of fascist 
activities more akin to life in South 
Africa or the United States deep 
south of a few years ago. After a 


National Front and British 
Movement social event a large 
gang of skinheads and others 
spilled out into the main street. 
Setting up a picket line at each end 
of the High Road near Barking 
station, they declared the area a 
“whites only zone”. 

Shortly afterwards two black men were 
attacked, kicked, punched, racially abused 
and hit with a broken bottle. When one of 
the men, Mr Horsford, tried to defend 
himself, he was told ‘‘niggers cannot walk 
here, mate’’ and stabbed in the kidneys. 

The arrival of a 40-strong police unit 
saved further potential victims as the 
skinheads concentrated their attention on 
attacking the police. 

A leading British Movement activist, 
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‘minds’ his fiihrer at East London meeting. 





John Childs, is in prison charged with the 
stabbing of Mr Horsford. 

The local magistrate’s court dealt with 
some of the rioters a few days later. As in 
the Bournemouth riot earlier this year, it 
emerged that many of those involved in the 
violence were not local people but had come 
from as far away as Brighton. Mark Byrne 
of Brighton was fined £150 and local NF 
supporter Lee Prosser was fined £200. 
Several other men are facing more serious 
charges. 

Eye witness accounts and police evidence 
made it clear that the attack was politically 
motivated. Local Front organiser Neil Nash 
wrote to the local press to complain that 
they had accused the Front of being 
involved. The editor gave the letter very 
short shrift, pointing to police evidence 
showing the NF were very much involved. 

We are puzzled that the NF carry out 
such actions and then try, unsuccessfully, 
to lie their way out of them. 

Barking is of course the home ground of 
Joe Pearce who is awaiting trial on a second 





ANTI-SEMITIC ATTACKS DOUBLE 


charge under the Race Relations Act for 
running the NF’s youth hate sheet Bulldog, 
having already served a sentence for the 
same offence. 

Perhaps some of the young fighters are 
the products of a series of training courses 
held by Column 88 military commander 
Major Ian Souter Clarence for young NF 
and BM members from the Dagenham and 
Barking area a few years ago. 

This incident highlights further the re- 
emergence of the British Movement as an 
active national organisation, now thought 
to be run from a base in Huddersfield, 
Yorkshire, as well as the Front’s total 
disregard for law and order. 

Anti-fascists and others in Barking have 
told us that a military surplus shop and the 
flat above it appear to be the local meeting 
point for the NF and BM heavies in the 
area. They also gather in the Stag public 
house where members of the public have 
been assaulted for refusing to answer the 
question ‘‘are you with the National 
Front?’’ 





Jews and blacks 
in fascists’ 
firing line 


Fascists have been taking up an 
increasing amount of time in the 
courts recently and seem to be 
intent on strengthening their 
presence in Britain’s prisons. 


Grimsby Crown Court recently heard a 
case in which two teenagers and a 21-year- 
old man were convicted of a series of crimes 
including a serious assault on and 
attempted robbery of an Asian, Mr Prem 
Nath. In the attack they threw their victim 
to the ground, kicked and beat him and 
called him a black bastard, saying they were 
from the National Front. The three were 
also convicted of three burglaries. Keith 
Thomas Green was sentenced to twelve 
months’ imprisonment and the teenagers, 


David Andrew Jude and Sean Christopher 
Salmon, both aged 18, were given three 
years’ youth custody. 

The Judge, James Blythe, told the court 
“the attacks involved inexcusable racial 
overtones’’. The court also heard that when 
the men were arrested they turned on each 
other and all mentioned the NF. The 
attack, which took place in Scunthorpe, 
reflects increasing NF activity in the 
region. 

Sheffield has over the last few weeks 
suffered a series of attacks and daubings by 
the far right. Bricks have been thrown at 
the homes of local CND activists and 
clothes belonging to a woman CND 
member were taken from her washing line 
and burnt. In one incident the brick had a 


label attached saying it came from the 
National Front Frei Korp (named after the 
murder squads of right wing extremists 
operating in Germany at the end of the First 
World War which preceded the nazi party). 

Local NF organiser Lee Taylor was quick 
to issue a denial. On this occasion there 
might be some truth in the suggestion that 
the newly emergent British Movement 
organised the incidents to discredit the 


Front. BM slogans have appeared on 
various public buildings in the area 
recently. 


Sheffield has in the past enjoyed fairly 
good race relations. But with the daubing 
and leafleting and a growing interest in the 
area by national fascist leaders, attacks are 
on the increase. At the start of September 
Bob Titus, his wife Maisie and their 
children were victims of a horrific attack on 
their home in which a gang of six men 
wielding bottles and chanting racial abuse 
beseiged the family. 

The gang members, at least one of whom 
held a hammer, climbed onto the roof and 
bombarded the building with rocks and 
bottles. Windows were broken as the family 
took cover indoors. Reacting quickly, 
police a few days later charged six men 
under the Public Order Act. 


In south London, National Front 


members are facing court proceedings over 





Bloodstains on the windows after Asian 
house fire-bombed, August 8th. 


two attacks that took place on an Irish 
demonstration in London in the summer. 
The word is that the Front intends to take 
up court time and gain publicity by 
pleading not guilty. The mastermind behind 
this idea is the Front’s legal wizard, Patrick 
Harrington. 

Other leading Front members are in more 
serious trouble after being charged with 
wearing political uniforms in a public place 
in contravention of the 1936 Public Order 
Act, the law brought in to curb Mosley’s 
blackshirts. The charges arose from the 
National Front march in Dartford earlier 
this year when the National Front band 
marched in full uniform, and others were 
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seen wearing the all black SS-style outfits in 
which they had been parading around over 
the previous months and which had led to a 
whole number of complaints to the 
authorities. 

The spate of fires in London and 
elsewhere continues, but fortunately 
without the same tragic results as the recent 
Redbridge fire in which eight months 
pregnant Mrs Kassam and her three sons 
burned to death in a well organised arson 
attack on their home. Her husband and his 
brother are still seriously ill from the 
terrible burns they suffered. 

Police have built up a photo-fit picture of 
a white man they wish to question and we 
understand that a number of leading 
fascists have been interviewed by the 
murder squad. As Searchlight reported 
earlier, forensic evidence revealed a break 
in and showed that a flammable substance 
had been set alight inside the house. 

Since the Kassam killings there have been 
at least five serious arsons in and around 
London. In two cases people at home 
narrowly escaped with their lives. So far 
none of those responsible have been 
arrested. 

Anti-Jewish attacks almost doubled in 
August. Incidents involving the Jewish 
community in Redbridge and the 
surrounding area appear to parallel the 
increasing attacks on the Asian community 
in the area. On 7 August Ilford Jewish 
Primary School, already a target for nazi 
daubers earlier this year, was again under 
attack, this time by four youths hurling 
bricks and stones at the building. 

Members of Redbridge Jewish 
community have received letters telling 
them to report to the local police station for 
instructions for deportation to their own or 
their parents’ lands of ‘‘ethnic’’ origin. 
Fascists have used this tactic many times 
against the Asian community. 

In East Ham the gates of the Jewish 


Alan Macintosh (right), NF activist employed at Jewish cemetary. 











cemetery were daubed with the words 
‘nazis are back’’. It may be pure 
coincidence that a young man called Alan 
MacIntosh who has been employed as a 
grave digger at another Jewish cemetery in 
the area is a local National Front activist, 
but we are sure the authorities are aware of 
this. 

Synagogues in Wembley, Kenton and 
Sunderland have also been the scene of 
daubings and in one case a serious physical 
assault on a Rabbi who needed 11 stitches 
in his face. 

In Thanet, Kent, a shop refused to serve 
Jewish customers. 

One of the most serious incidents recently 
was a raid by a number of masked people 
on a Jewish abattoir in Luton. The 
attackers held two members of the staff at 
knife point and sprayed the meat. No 
animal rights group has claimed 


responsibility and there is a strong suspicion 
that fascists were responsible. 


Police identikit of man sought in connection 
with Kassam murders. 





An Asian businessman was beaten up by four 
white youths and locked in his blazing home. 
Layhan Kerai opened the door of his home in 
Station Road, Hendon, North London, to the 
four young thugs. He was bundled into his front 
room, and his wallet with about £60 was 
snatched. The youths locked Mr Kerai in the 
lavatory and ransacked the house. Then, with 
their victims still trapped, they set fire to the 
house. Mr Kerai managed to force his way out, 
and he was taken to hospital, where his condition 
was described as ‘comfortable’. A fire officer 
said, ‘‘There was a strong fire when we arrived 
and the main living room in the house was 
severely damaged. It would have spread very 
quickly and Mr Kerai was fortunate that he could 
break free’’. (Daily Mail 20.8.85.) 

Meanwhile, a mother and her seven children 
escaped when fire destroyed their Redditch 
home. Mrs Imtaz Bib, 34, managed to get her 
five daughters and two sons out of the house 
before the fire brigade arrived. It followed an 
incident two months ago when their car was set 
on fire. It may be linked to a similar incident 
three weeks ago when another Asian-owned car 
was set alight in nearly Marsden Street. Mr Bib 
said his wife was downstairs with their two 
youngest children when she heard glass 
shattering. She thought nothing of it but about 
20 minutes later she began to smell smoke. He 
added, ‘‘most of our belongings have been 
destroyed. We are certain that it was started 
deliberately, but we don’t know why anyone 
would do such a thing’’. Redditch police say they 
are unable to say how the fire started until after 
the investigation has been completed. 
(Birmingham Post 20.8.85.) 

A family fled to safety when their home was 
attacked in Coventry. Six people were sleeping 
upstairs when a bottle of brush cleaner was 
hurled through a living room window and a 
lighted match dropped on to the inflammable 
liquid. But it didn’t ignite and the arsonists 
hurled a second bottle inside. One member of the 
family said, ‘‘It was a deliberate attempt to 
murder us in our beds. We were lucky to get 
out’’. Avtar Singh thought burglars were trying 
to get into his home in Dane Road, Stoke, 
Coventry. When he went downstairs he found 
the living room blazing. Inspector Fred Mabbett 
of Coventry police said: ‘‘This is quite obviously 
a deliberate attempt to burn this family out. It is 
something we are treating very seriously’’. 
(Coventry Evening Telegraph 12.8.85.) 

And in Bradford, shopkeeper Autar Singh 
Nirwan’s secluded shop in Baildon has been the 
target of racist attacks. A £250 window was 
smashed and graffiti daubed on walls. 
(Telegraph & Argus 8.8.85.) 

An Indian restaurant which was gutted in an 
arson incident had suffered a violent attack just 
24 hours earlier. Fire broke out at the Bromley 
Tandoori, High Street, Bromley, south London 
at 2.30am. Four waiters had to leap for their lives 
from upstairs living accommodation, while 
firemen rescued a 65-year-old woman asleep in a 
second floor flat. No one was hurt. Exactly 24 


hours before, the restaurant, which had opened 
just five months before, had its window smashed 
by an 88-pint half-empty barrel of beer. The 
entire restaurant area was gutted in the blaze and 
the first floor living section was damaged by 
smoke. A Scotland Yard spokesman said the 
blaze was being treated as arson. ‘‘We have an 
open mind as to motives, but so far there’s been 
nothing to suggest that it was racist’, he added. 
(Birmingham Post 12.8.85.) 

Police are hunting firebugs who set light to an 
Indian restaurant in the small hours. Three 
people escaped as the Tandoori Mahal in Warren 
Street, Central London, went up in flames at 
3am. Arsonists poured inflammable liquid 
through a letter box and set light to the building 
causing extensive damage. (Camden & St 
Pancras Chronicle 30.8.85.) 


Thugs in a three-car convoy forced two 
brothers off the road then smashed their Ford 
Escort with clubs. The gang chased Gary and 
George Richardson along a dual carriageway 
before swerving in front of them, forcing the 
brothers to screech to a halt. Four white youths 
armed with clubs leapt from the car and smashed 
the windows and bodywork of their car. The 
attack is the second of this nature on the 
Windsor and Eton relief road in recent months. 
Both were shaken, but damage to their car is 
estimated at over £1,000. (Standard 19.8.85.) 


A family of nine, including a 70-year-old man 
and a ten-month-old baby, were rescued by 
police after an arson attack on their home in the 
early hours of the morning. The family were 
asleep in their first floor flat in Electric House, 
Bow Road, when petrol was poured through 
their letterbox and set alight. The family was 
taken to Mile End hospital where one was treated 
for a cut after punching a hole in a window in a 
desperate attempt to get air. The majority of 
tenants in Electric House are Bangladeshi and, 
according to a tenants’ association report in 
May, many have experienced racial attacks. 
Shortly after the arrival of the firemen, three 
white youths were seen and heard laughing 
gleefully. They ran off when the firemen arrived. 
Police said that it was an arson attack, but 
claimed there was no evidence to sustain the 
allegation that it was a racist attack. (East 
London Advertiser 9.8.85 and West Indian 
World 14.8.85). 


18-year-old Dele Somimirin was sentenced to 
30 days for assaulting 16-year-old Jane 
McWilliams. The court heard that he had a row 
with the girl, who bumped into him as he was 
walking home with friends. He told police that 
when she called him a ‘nigger’ he kicked her. She 
punched him and then Somimirin hit her in the 
face. Mrs Sue Deal for Somomorin, said the 
racial nature of the taunt made him snap. He was 
extremely hurt and angry and lost his temper. 
Magistrate David Fingleton said it was a horrible 
thing to call anyone a nigger, but he took the 
view that Somimirin was looking for a 
confrontation. Somimirin has lodged an appeal 
against his sentence. (/s/ington Gazette 23.8.85.) 


Fourteen people were trapped in Shortlands 
Road House, Leyton when a fire started at about 
2.30am. Mohammed Ashraf and Jewan Singh 
were detained at Whipps Cross Hospital after 
escaping from the house with bad burns. 
Mahmood Kayani awoke to find the front door 
and passageway ablaze. He smashed a window to 
get air and had to have 21 stitches in the cuts. 
Community leaders believe racists poured petrol 
through the letter box but police just say an 
accelerant was used and there is no proof that it 
was or was not a racist attack. Mr Kayani is 
bitter over his family’s treatment by police after 
the disaster. They were kept at Chingford police 
station for eight hours the next day without being 
offered food or water. A police officer refused to 
buy milk for a hungry baby until an interpreter 
gave him the money. (Waltham Forest Guardian 
16.8.85.) 


@ DOCTOR’S SURGERY ATTACKED 


An Indian doctor has been plagued by a series of 
attacks at his Biggin Hill surgery. Dr Surendra 
Singh has had tar poured over his car, causing 
£200 damage, locks at the surgery glued up, and 
slogans daubed on the walls. He has had phone 
calls from the National Front. 

The police said they were unable to decide if 
the attacks were racial. 

Dr Surendra, and his wife Kusum, say they 
have been cheered up by support from patients. 
People have been asked to report anything 
suspicious. 

‘In the same way as people come to me to try 
and prevent a disease at the earliest time, I am 
reporting this at the earliest time to try and put a 
stop to it’’, said Dr Surendra. (Orpington and 
Kentish Times 22.8.85.) 


@ MOSLEM CENTRE ATTACKED 


A Moslem Centre in Edgeley, Cheshire, has 
faced a hate campaign. In the last month, the 
converted terraced house in Fox Street, Edgeley, 
has been sprayed with National Front slogans 
and swastikas. The front window has been 
smashed in, and the building burgled. The 
Centre organiser, Mr Abdul Khaliq, has 
estimated the damage at £300, and has asked for 
increased police patrols. 

Mr Khaliq said that a few local residents were 
behind the bother. 

“But we won’t let them put us off our 
activities. Most of our neighbours are very nice 
to us.” 

The Moslem Centre, which awaits final 
planning permission, has been opposed by 20 
local people. (Stockport Express, Cheshire 
22.8.85). 


@ PRIEST BLINDED IN ATTACK 


A Moslem priest has been left blind in one eye 
after a catapult attack in Birmingham. Two 
white youths fired a stone at Mr Mohammed 
Ayub as he crossed the Moseley Road in Balsall 
Heath. He was wearing traditional Asian clothes 
and had just left the Ombersley Road Mosque. 
The youths made off in a blue car. 

A police spokesman said there was ‘‘no reason 
to believe’’ it was a racial attack. 

Asian leaders are convinced there was a racist 
motive, and have pointed to other recent 
incidents in the area. A pig’s head and offal was 
thrown over the wall of the Central Mosque on 
Belgrave Road, and an Asian wedding reception 
held in a school nearby was attacked by a gang of 
white youths armed with sticks and bottles. On 
this occasion, the police were slow to respond to 
a 999 call. 

Community leaders have called for a vigilante 
force to be set up, and Councillor Amir Khan, 
(Sparkhill), has asked the Chief Constable for 
more protection for Asians. (Birmingham 
Evening Mail 21.7.85.) 
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The Sound of Munich... 


At the end of the National Front’s 
Emergency General Meeting, held on June 
22, the racial comrades stood up and sang a 
chorus of ‘British Revolution’. According 
to Nationalism Today this rousing ditty 
‘‘avoided the corny cliche of some earlier 
Nationalist efforts’. Well, there they all 
were: the blond, the blue-eyed, and the 
racially unblemished were singing at the 
tops of their voices, not noticing that ‘‘the 
ancient shame’’, which they were seeking to 
end, did not quite rhyme with the ‘‘Nation 
once again’’, which they were seeking to 
create. 

Never mind. The racial comrades had good 
reason to sing out cheerfully. The EGM had 
agreed upon a new constitution for the NF. Let 
Nationalism Today describe the importance of 
the event: ‘“‘Perhaps the most impressive sign of 
the NF’s growing maturity and readiness for a 
long and hard struggle was the unanimous 
adoption of the Party’s new constitution’. 

Needless to remark, the constitution ‘‘is a vast 
improvement on its predecessor’’. The vastness 
of the improvement, nevertheless, is contained 
within a document which is ‘‘short and concise’’. 
The important changes are to be found in Section 
Three. Again let us quote from Nationalism 
Today: 

“The new provisions of Section 3, whereby 
new members do not become eligible to vote in 
internal elections until they meet certain 
standards of activity, commitment and grasp of 
ideological principles will protect the NF from 
deliberate infiltration by groups of Marxist or 
Zionist or Zionist-inspired opponents’’. 

In short and concise words, members will only 
be allowed to vote if they agree with those they 
will be allowed to vote for. 

In practical terms, this means that the leaders 
will not have to be bothered convincing all 
members that their own brand of racial hatred 
and crackpot ideas is the best brand of the said 
unpleasant mixture. Freed from this necessity, 
the leaders can go about their own important 
business. To judge by the NF’s publications, this 
means that the leaders can turn their attentions 
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Nick Griffin: not blond, not blue-eyed, and certainly not unblemished. 


to Spiritual Matters. 

Both August’s edition of Nationalism Today 
and the summer issue of New Nation are heavily 
imbued with matters spiritual. Joe Pearce in 
Nationalism Today gives an inkling of the sorts 
of things which NF members must believe, 
before being entrusted with votes at Emergency 
Meetings. The ‘Nationalist’ holds fast to the 
short and concise belief ‘‘that a greater spiritual 
truth transcends and supersedes any belief in 
materialism’’. Pearce recognises that this might 
not be absolutely clear and that ‘‘it is necessary 
that we first understand what we mean by 
‘spiritual’’’. We, therefore, reproduce his 
explanation: ‘‘Before anyone can begin to 
involve themselves in the spiritual struggle they 
must accept fully the superiority of spiritual 
truth over material truth’’. In other words, ‘‘they 
should believe in the Infinite’. By way of 
illustration, Pearce adds paragraph upon 
paragraph of Infinite Pomposity and Infinite 
Tedium. 

This is the same Joe Pearce, who formerly 
edited Bulldog, with its spiritual readership of 
football hooligans and skinhead illiterati: i.e. the 
types who will be permitted to pay NF 
membership dues but will be relieved of the 
pressures of voting. 


Over at New Nation everything is spiritual 
these days. The editorial, entitled ‘The Spirit of 
Nationalism’, presents a rather original view of 
the NF. It claims that the party’s ‘‘recruitment 
propaganda’’ possesses the characteristics of 
being ‘‘dry, very reasonable and rational’’. 
Presumably the over-rational propaganda 
includes the T-Shirts with their slogans like 
‘White Power’ and ‘Hang IRA Scum’, and the 
badges ‘Oi I’m NF’, ‘Stuff the Race Act’ and ‘I 
hate Commies’: all available from NF head 
office. Anyway, New Nation’s editor, Nick 
Griffin, wants to get away from all this 
rationality. Instead of being drily reasonable, the 
NF should ‘‘place much more emphasis on the 
‘irrational’ aspect of our Movement?’’. 


What this means is that the NF would-be 
intellectuals (and New Nation lets its readers 
know that Nick Griffin is equipped with ‘‘M.A. 
(Cantab.)’’), should issue short and concise 





words to the lumpen members, in order to write 
long and rambling words for themselves. And 
among their Infinite Words, the term ‘spirit’ 
should be repeated as many times as possible. 

Thus we have Paul Matthews taking 
evolutionary theory to task for being 
insufficiently ‘spiritual’. Mr Matthews doesn’t 
want his racism to be too biological in flavour. 
He spells out what he likes to call ‘‘our final 
main objection against the evolutionist 
perspective: ‘‘the belief that the world is a chance 
working of material forces leaves no room for 
spiritual ideas. Man certainly lives in nature; but 
there is something in him which eludes definition 
and escapes ordinary understanding’. Mr 
Matthews concludes his Spiritual Ramble with 
the stirring declaration that Europe needs ‘‘a 
cleansing fire, a bright sword, and a radical 
spirit; above all a burning faith’’. He does not 
specifiy who is to be incinerated. 

What the Infinitely Pompous Intellects of the 
NF are attempting to do is to revive a fascist 
heritage. For a number of years, the 
unreconstructed Hitlerians have made the 
running in British fascism. Men like John 
Tyndall and Martin Webster have taken their 
beliefs from an uncritical reading of Mein 
Kampf. The Infinitely Pompous, on the other 
hand, are turning to other heroes, who viewed 
fascism as a spiritual crusade of struggle and 
blood-letting. By and large, these heroes never 
achieved the political successes of Hitler or 
Mussolini, but were crushed by more outwardly 
authoritarian fascists. The Pompously Infinite 
(M.A. Cantabs and all) manage to find 
something romantic in the failure of this fascist 
tradition. 

For example, New Nation contains an 
interview with an old surviving member of 
Codreanu’s Rumanian Iron Guard. This fascist 
movement, which sported the swastika and an 
uninhibitedly violent anti-semitism, mixed its 
politics with a religious mysticism. In an 
internecine battle between different fascist 
factions, Codreanu lost out eventually to 
General Antonescu. The old member looks back 
to Codreanu and his ‘‘rule of the spirit’’ and still 
complains of the way Hitler backed Antonescu. 
The old-timer, of course, glorifies everything 
about the Iron Guard, a movement which the 
historian Professor Fischer-Gallati describes as 
“brutal, hooliganistic and fanatically anti- 
semitic’’? (Native Fascism, p.117). A limited 
number of special photographs of Codreanu are 
available from the NF for modern _hero- 
worshippers of this bigoted, violent loser. 

Another hero of the modern NF is Drieu La 
Rochelle, the French fascist and anti-semite, who 
committed suicide in 1945. His writings, 
according to New Nation, combined ‘‘a belief in 
the highness of the soul with the necessity of 
political action’’. The writer claims that La 
Rochelle is ‘‘one of the greatest advocates of our 
Cause’’, because of ‘‘the intellectual credibility 
that he lent to fascism in France and Europe’’. 

New Nation commented that La Rochelle 
condemned ‘‘an excess of reading as corrupting 
of youth and the soul’’. And here, at last, we 
find ourselves in agreement. The excess of long 
and rambling words to be found in New Nation 
and in Nationalism Today cannot possible have a 
beneficial effect on the young, or any other age 
group for that matter. People of normal spirits 
only have a finite capacity for this sort of infinite 
nonsense. 


RECAP: An A-Z of who's who on the far right | 


"The mother of Conservative MP Gerald 


_ Howarth (elected for Cannock in 1983), 
_ Mary Howarth, is a significant figure in 
the group of anti-immigration 
campaigners who straddie the 
Conservative and Fascist Right (the 
others include Joy Page. Bee Carthew 
and Joan Mason). Mary Howarth was a 
founder member of the National Front, 
and despite her insistance that she was 


_only a member for a brief period, she 


_ remained a member for two years. In the 
same period of the late 60s she was also 
actively invoived in the Monday Club, 
_ the Racial Preservation Society and the 
Immigration Control Association, of 


_ which she was Vice-Chairman in 1968, 


graduating to chairmanship two years 
later. She wrote an anti-immigration 
pamphlet (The Great Setraya/), published 
in 1970, and still occasionally writes to 
the press on racial issues. 


_ Irving, David 


David Irving first shot to major public — 


prominence in 1977, with the publication 
of his book Hitler's War, which claimed 
that the Fuhrer was ignorant of the 
Holocaust. However, it was not the first 
piece of his writing to excite 
controversy. In 1958, he took over two 
student magazines at Imperial College, 
London, printing articles calling for an 
end to working-class education and in 
praise of apartheid and Oswald Mosley 
(subsequently he was quoted as calling 
himself “a mild fascist”, a statement he 
has always denied). 
_ After a 20-year career as a historian, 
_ mainly of the Second World War, Irving 
became involved in the late ‘70s with 
the Clarendon Club, an organisation 
including figures like Mike Griffin of the 
nazi League of St George, and lan 
Souter-Clarence of Column 88. The 
purpose of a series of private meetings 
of the Club addressed by Irving was to 
set up an anti-immigration, ultra-right 
organisation of pseudo-respectable 
appearance, based on the organisational 
techniques of the American New Right. 
Following these meetings, Irving 
announced the formation of the Focus 
Policy Group, launched a journal to 
_ promote its ideas (Foca/ Point), and set 
off on a controversial lecture tour of 
British Universities. (In addition, he set 
off on the first of many tours of West 
Germany, during which he addressed 
ultra-right German organisations like the 
Deutsche Volksunie on the “true” 
history of Germany in the Second World 
War.) © 
__. After two or three years, however, 
_ Irving's political activity ground toa halt. 


and publications, garnered during the 
early 80s. 


isherwood, ‘H.B. 


Now deceased, H.B. Isherwood was by 


_ profession an official of the Civil 
Aviation Authority, and by inclination an 
_ academic racist. He kept a low political 


profile, but wrote a series of pamphlets 


for the Racial Preservation Society on 
topics like Man’s Racial Nature (1969), 


Religion and the Racial Controversy (1970), 
Race and Nationhood (1972) and Racial 


Kinship (1974). In these he argued that the 
Bible provided a justification for racism 


and anti-semitism. His Racia/ ‘ntegration 
was published by the long-established 


anti-semitic Britons Publishing Company | 


in 1965, and Isherwood also put across 
his views in a large number of letters for 


the Jimes, the Telegraph and other 


journals. 

After his death from a heart attack in 
1978, both the British Movement and the 
League of St George claimed him as a 
supporter. He was a member of the Pan- 
Nordic, neo-fascist Northern League, 
and in 1978 wrote to Spearhead praising 
the National Front as a ‘patriotic 
movement”. 


| 


Jarvis, Paul 


Still in his early 30s, Paul Jarvis has been 


a member of the National Front but his 
main activity has been with much more 
shadowy organisations like the 
clandestine Column 88 and the British 
section of Viking Youth, a neo-nazi 


international set up in 1952 from — 


Northern Germany, and of which Jarvis 
is British organiser. 

In 1978, he was revealed as the 
organiser of a Books Service run under 
the Nordic pseudonym B.M. Thule, 
advertising in the then NF journal 
Spearhead lists of books including 
Hitler's Mein Kampf and the works of 
Arnold Leese, leader of the pre-war 
Imperial Fascist League. It is alleged that 
Jarvis dropped out of active nationalist 


politics in the early 80s, but there are also 
reports of his continued involvement in 
increasingly important areas of training 
and survivalism. 


Jor an, Colin 


_ He ceased to publish Foca/ Point and has: i 


_ been unable thus far to find a publisher 


for his biography of Winston Churchill, 
occasioning him some financial 
_ difficulty. 


ty. However he retains the Until 
membership and subscription lists of a 


-eeremony. 
_others were convicted for a campaign of 
arson against Jewish buildings. And — 


in the post-war period. Ag 


_ Cambridge University, Jorda 
_the influence of 
leader Arnold Leese, and, as a school- 


master in Coventry, was involved in the 
early 50s both with A.K. Chesterton's 


League of Empire Loyalists, and, on his 


ewn account, with the Birmingham 
Nationalist Book Club. During the period 
of the Notting Hill and Nottingham Race 


Riots of 1958, Jordan was a leading 


activist in the White Defence League, an 


organisation run from a house in 


Princedale Road, Notting Hill, left to the 


movement by Leese’s widow and named 


Arnold Leese House in his memory. 

In 1960, Jordan's WDL merged with 
Norfolk landowner Andrew Fountaine's 
National Labour Party to form the British 
National Party, which despite its title 
espoused nazi ideology and sought to 
use the immigration issue to whip up 
support for classic nazi principles. By 


_ 1962, however, even the BNP had proved 
too restrained for Jordan, who, in the 
company of his lieutenant, John Tyndall, — 


and others, split off to form the openly 


named National Socialist Movement, 


founded on Hitler's birthday and 
boasting its links with the American Nazi 
Party of Lincoln Rockwell. The NSM was 
however immediately afflicted with 
crisis. A Trafalgar Square rally — under 
the slogan “Free Britain from Jewish 


Control” — was poorly attended and 


barracked by opponents. 
In November 1962, a number of leading 


NSM members (including Jordan and 
_ Tyndall) were jailed for organising a 
paramilitary organisation (Spearhead). 
The following year, Jordan fell out with 
the hitherto faithful Tyndall, when the | 


former ran off with the latter's fiancée, 
the nazi haute couture heiress Francoise 
Dior, whom Jordan subsequently 
married in a bizarre, Mein Kampf-wielding 
Then, Dior and _ thirteen 


finally, most of the NSM peeled off in 
two. splits: first, in 1963, to Tyndall's 


Greater Britain Movement, and second, 


in 1967, to the newly-formed National 
Front, from which Jordan was excluded. 


In 1968 — the year Jordan was jailed __ 


again, this time for Race Relations Act 
_offences — the Fiihrer changed the name 
of the NSM to the British Movement. in __ 
the mid-1970s, however (partly as the 


result of an embarrassing incident in _ 


which he was caught stealing red ladies’ 


; from Tesco's) he relinquished _ 





co trol of the BM to Michael | 
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INTERNATIONAL 





White House aide oils wheel 
of Contra war machine 


AMERICAN right-wing groups who 
have raised upwards of $25m for 
‘Contra’ forces in Nicaragua may be 
acting in breach of pledges given to the 
Internal Revenue Service which enable 
them to enjoy tax exempt status. 

Behind most of the fund raising is the 
increasingly influential US Council for 
World Freedom, affiliated to the World 
Anti-Communism League, both of which 
are now led by retired general John K 
Singlaub. 


As Searchlight has reported in recent 
months, Singlaub and his associates are 
dedicated to a programme of political 
lobbying, fund-raising and military 
assistance (through the Soldier of Fortune 
mercenary operation) designed to topple 
the elected Sandinista government of 
Nicaragua, and replace it with supporters of 
the former dictator Anastasio Somosa. For 
them, this is the first step in ‘rolling back’ 
Soviet communism, in pursuit of which 
objective they believe that an early pre- 
emptive nuclear war should be conducted. 

Three years ago, USCWF applied for tax 
exempt status, which would allow 
contributors to deduct donations from their 
tax liability. Letters from the USCWF 
treasurer to the IRS said plainly that: ‘‘At 
no time will USCWF ever contemplate 
providing material or funds to 
revolutionary, counter-revolutonary or 


liberation movements’’. 

Singlaub has since claimed he knew 
nothing of this pledge, and it certainly does 
not appear to have inhibited in any way his 





Col. Oliver North and Ronald Reagan. 
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frenetic money raising efforts on behalf of 
the ‘Contras’. Only recently, one of his 
biggest single contributors, the wealthy Mrs 
Ellen Garwood from Texas, stumped up a 
further $65,000 to buy a helicopter for the 
insurgents. 

In fact, Singlaub admits he has received 
advice from senior White House sources 
about fund-raising for the ‘Contra’ 
terrorists, revealing official contacts which 
may now be the subject of Congressional 
investigations. 

A key figure in these links has been the 
hitherto unknown Lt. Colonel Oliver 
North, a 43-year-old marine corps officer 
on the staff of the National Security 


Council. Recent disclosures in the 
American press have revealed North to be a 
pivotal figure in the Reagan 


administration’s designs to weld together 
the efforts of private conservative interests 
in America (like the USCWF) and the 
‘Contra’ terrorists in central America. 
‘Contra’ leader Adolfo Calero has 
admitted meeting North for talks twice in 
Honduras and several times elsewhere. It 
was North who arranged for Calero and 


other ‘Contra’ leaders to meet with 
President Reagan at the White House last 
April. 


Officially, North is an aide to national 
security adviser Robert McFarlane, and it 
was in no small part due to his efforts that 
Congress voted $27m of ‘non-lethal’ aid to 
the ‘Contras’ this year, having earlier 
blocked administration demands for more 
assistance to be sent. He is described as a 
key and influential figure in administration 


‘Contra’ leaders Alfonso Robelo, Arturo Cruz and Adolfo Calero at the White House with Lt. 





policy debates, but has a reputation for 
hardline right-wing views. 

Like Singlaub, who ran the Special 
Operations Group in Vietnam, North has a 
background in unconventional warfare. 
After a tour of duty in South East Asia he 
became an instructor at the Special 
Operations School in Okinawa and lectured 
at the FBI Academy. In 1975 he moved to 
Marine headquarters as Plans and Policy 
analyst before being appointed to the 
National Security Council as deputy 
director with special responsibility for the 
Middle East and political-military affairs in 
Central and South America. 

His hardline views, however, have caused 
a few problems: a letter he drafted from 
President Reagan to President Assad is 
reported to have infuriated the Syrian 
leader and badly soured relations with the 
US. Then, a draft directive on terrorism 
which he prepared for President Reagan’s 
signature had to be rewritten to remove 
references to ‘neutralising’ people where he 
clearly meant ‘kill’. 

He was at the heart of planning the 
Grenada invasion, and went on to serve 
with the team managing the CIA’s covert 
programme of assistance to the ‘Contras’. 

North is known to be in close and 
frequent contact with SOF operative Heine 
Aderholt, who is central in running material 
support to the ‘Contras’. Aderholt is a 
former Vietnam SOG colleague of 
Singlaub. 

But as well as the Singlaub web of 
operations, North is especially close to 
Lewis Lehrman’s Citizens for America, 
which is also trying to raise public support 
for the ‘Contras’ and other right-wing 
insurgent groups. CFA recently sponsored 
the launching of the ‘Democratic 
International’ bringing together rebel 
groups from Nicaragua, Laos, 
Afghanistan, and Angola. 

CFA operations have enjoyed particular 
favour with the White House: Lehrman has 
claimed that Preasident Reagan himself 
prevailed upon him to take the reins of 
CFA. His sponsors include well-known 
millionaire backers of the President. CFA, 
however, has had troubles of late, with 
more than half of its 40 national staff 
resigning and seven more being 
peremptorily sacked. Lavish and 
extravagant expenditure are rumoured to be 
the cause. 


@The World Anti-Communism League 
held its annual conference in Dallas in 
September. Full report next month. 


INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 








NORWAY 


Church bombers: 
eleven arrested 





In one of the largest round-ups of post- 
war nazis, Norwegian security police 
have arrested ten leading members of 
the Nasjonalt Folkeparti (National 
People’s Party) charged with 
participation in a mid-June bomb 
outrage against a Moslem church in 
Oslo. Among those arrested was 
party chairman Jan Odegdrd, a 
notorious racist previously sentenced 
on charges of inciting racial hatred. 

The arrests came after a 19-year-old party 
activist had been picked up for questioning 
about the bombing. His subsequent 
confession gave the police the evidence they 
needed to move in on the NF gang. Police 
raids uncovered a mass of explosives, guns 
and ammunition in the homes of those 
arrested. Among the weapons confiscated 
were several sawn off shotguns. 


‘Political soldiers’ 


The week before the bombing, all the eleven 
arrested had participated in a party summer 
camp held outside Haugesund in the remote 
north. According to sources, such summer 
camps are held to boost political morale 
and give ideological training to what is 
termed ‘political soldiers’. 

The explosives used in the bombing were 
distributed at the Haugesund camp, said 
Oslo Chief of Police Arne Hause in a 
statement. 

Besides weaponry and explosives, police 
also seized party documents and 
propaganda material. 

The Nasjonalt Folkeparti has repeatedly 
attracted public attention over the past 
years. A year ago it launched Nordic Order, 
a joint Scandinavian fascist magazine 
bringing together similar movements in 
Sweden and Denmark. The magazine was 
published in English to enable 
Scandinavian groups to attract larger 
attention in Europe. 

Party leader Jan Odeg&ard, reportedly 
pushing for more ‘militancy’ among 
‘Nordic Warriors’, has previously been in 
trouble for his racist activities. A year ago 
he was one of five to face trial for inciting 
racial hatred against foreigners in Norway. 
Odegard was caught in the act — his hands 
smeared with paint — scribbling obscene 
graffiti on Oslo walls. He got off with 120 
days in prison. 

Also sentenced in the same trial were 
party ideologist Olav Hoaas (a 
schoolteacher known to spend his lessons 
trying to prove Six Million Didn’t Die) and 
former party leader Bastian Heide. 


Mercenaries: the 
Scandinavian link 


The recent launching of a new 
Norwegian publishing house, The 
Paladin Press/Norway, has brought a 
new dimension to extremist politics on 
the Scandinavian scheme. While 
United States mercenary circles 
connected to the far-right magazine 
Soldier of Fortune are recruiting 
freelance troopers in Britain and 
France, evidence indicates they are 
setting up links with sympathisers in 
the Northern Countries. 

Literature published by the Oslo-based 
Paladin company has caused considerable 
alarm. The books feature a familiar mixture 
of survivalism and SoF-style titles including 
Death Dealers’ Handbook, Dead Clients 
Don’t Pay and, for self-styled avengers, 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks. 

Other material offers a broad insight into 
mercenary methods of warfare, 
assassination theory and practice, and 
political kidnappings as well as various 
guides to torture, weaponry, combat 
survival, poisons and setting of booby- 
traps: any topic an up-to-date political 
terrorist would take an active interest in. 


Guiding spirit 

The guiding spirit and one of three owners 
of the Paladin Press, 27-year-old Ole 
Christian Olstad, is no stranger to 
mercenary work. 

He first ran into legal difficulties a few 
years ago attempting to recruit ex-army 
Norwegians for service among Lebanese 
Phalangists. 

Olstad then signed himself up for a piece 
of soldiering in the South Lebanon 
Christian Militia run by Major Saad 
Haddad, where, according to rumours, he 
managed to see plenty of action. 

Returning to Norway, he again ran into 
trouble with the law: this time when the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation applied 
for permission to set up an information 
office in Oslo. At first it seemed the PLO 
would get the go-ahead from the 
government, but then threats were issued 
that any such office would immediately be 
bombed. Security police were able to 
pinpoint Ole Olstad as the source of the 
threats. A few weeks ago, the PLO 
application was denied. Among other 
reasons, the government — with a vague 
reference to Olstad’s threats —- cited fears 
that possible acts of terrorism against the 
PLO would bring political violence to 
Norway. 

While steadily drifting further into fascist 
circles Olstad began forming his own band 
of urban guerrillas. Operating through the 
IVAF organisation, he is reported to be in 


search of fellow right-wing militants in 
Norway and Sweden to create a basis for 
future ‘activities’. 

Following allegations that Olstad has 
been stockpiling guns and explosives in 
Norway, the police launched an 
investigation, but it proved inconclusive. 

Meanwhile a source in Oslo suggests that 
Olstad has been developing links to the neo- 
nazi Nasjonalt Folkeparti (National 
People’s Party), today the most rabid of the 
far-right crackpot gatherings. The 
allegation is not confirmed, but a Swedish 
News Agency report says that Paladin Press 
is now carrying titles on the SS and German 
war-time politics. 

The sudden outburst of activity on 
Olstad’s behalf cannot be attributed to his 
own meagre resources only. Clear links 
firmly connect Olstad to American 
mercenary circles, where he has received 
financial backing, inspiration and 
guidance. 

The Paladin Press/Norway is an offshoot 
of the US-based Paladin Press, run from 
company headquarters in Boulder, 
Colorado. 

Owner of the US Paladin is publisher 
Peter Lund, a well-known figure among 
mercenaries trying to impose their own 
homegrown brand of ultimate solution to 
the present conflict in Central America. 

Lund, who was featured in the February 
85 issue of Searchlight, is regularly 
promoted in Soldier of Fortune (also based 
in Boulder, Colorado). SoF also carries 
full-page Paladin advertisements in every 
issue. 

Paladin is not connected in any way with 
the UK publishers of the same name. 


Nazi cassette 


Ignoring alleged evidence of his death, 
Swedish neo-nazis have released a 
cassette of ‘The Voice of Mengele’ in 
which the infamous death-camp doctor 
denies the existence of the gas- 
chambers. Charging 10 dollars to its 
supporters and 100 dollars to others, 
the Swedish group states that the 
money from sales will go towards the 
doctor’s pension. 


AUSTRIA 


SS Veteran receives 
award 


War Criminal Walter Reder, recently 
released from an Italian prison on 
humanitarian grounds, has been 
awarded a badge of honour by a 
Waffen SS veterans’ organisation. SS 
Major Reder, now 69, was sentenced to 
jife imprisonment for a massacre of 
Italian civilians in 1944, 


15 





USA 


Klan controversy 


Jordan Gollub, Virginia Grand 
Dragon of the Christian Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, has offered his 
resignation after a local paper 
publicised his Jewish background. 
Although he announced that ‘I was 
never Jewish, my parents are Jewish’’, 
Gollub wrote to Virgil Griffin, the 
Christian Knights’ Imperial Wizard, 
that he was willing to stand down ‘‘in 
order to avoid further embarrassment 
to the Christian Knights’’. 


Nazi para-militaries 
jailed 

James Ellison, 48-year-old leader of 
‘The Covenant, the Sword and the 
Arm of the Lord’, was jailed for 20 
years after a nationwide investigation 
and crack down on the American neo- 
nazi armed right over the last year. One 
of Ellison’s right-hand men was also 
sent to prison for five years. 

When the FBI descended on the 
headquarters of the organisation in the 
Arkansas mountains, they had to mount a 
four-day siege and make their way through 
a minefield. 

In the camp they found an arms dump of 
rocket launchers, explosives and fully 
automatic weapons. 

During the raid the FBI also arrested four 
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US nazi women learning to kill at ‘survivalist’ camp. 


members of ‘The Order’, another nazi 
group. Members of the two groups were 
responsible for the murder of a Jewish 
broadcaster in Denver last year after he 
criticised them on his radio show. He was 
machine-gunned to death. 

This April a police officer was shot down 
after he tried to make a routine inquiry of a 
car driver who turned out to be a member 
of ‘The Order’. 

Ellison was convicted for racketeering, 
gun offences and arsons against synagogues 
and gay centres. 

This year a horrific series of sex murders 
in California led police to two men who 
were involved with far-right ‘survivalism’. 
They had kidnapped women in a remote 
area and made video recordings as they 
tortured, raped and murdered them. 









ITALY 


Communist-fascist 
alliance called off 


Following the collapse of a Christian 
Democrat-Socialist municipal 
government, a short-lived attempt has 
been made to set up a Communist- 
Fascist administration in the Southern 
town of Reggio Di Calabria. Five 
members of the neo-fascist Italian 
Social Movement, two Communists 
and four others agreed to form a new 
council but the arrangement collapsed 
in less than 24 hours after the CP 
leadership in Rome _ instructed its 
members to withdraw their agreement. 


BELGIUM 


Fascists under 
investigation 


Police has re-opened the case of the 
apparent suicide of Paul Latinus, a 
38-year-old nuclear engineer who died 
during investigation into a shadowy 
racist organisation he had set up in 
1980. 

Latinus, an extreme rightist infiltrator 
into the ecology movement who had been 
arrested on arms charges and claimed to 
have been trained in para-military camps in 
Southern Africa, set up the organisation, 
Westland New Post, to gather information 
on the supposed enemies of the white race. 

Police came across the organisation after 
arms and stolen NATO documents were 
found in the flat of an ex-paratrooper 
arrested after a shooting incident. The ex- 
soldier told police that members of the 
organisation had been trained by a Belgian 
security agent and had been involved in 
murdering a couple they suspected of being 
Soviet agents. 


SWITZERLAND 


Nazi party formed 


The former vice-president of the right- 
wing National Action Party has 
launched a National Socialist Party in 
Zurich. The new party told a local 
newspaper that it intends to run in next 
year’s local elections in alliance with 
National Action, a claim denied by the 
older party’s national president. 


AUSTRALIA 


Racists arrested 


Following a fire-bomb attack on the 
car of Bronwyn Ridgway, secretary of 
Combined Unions Against Racism, 
police have raided premises connected 
with the neo-fascist group National 
Action. National Action leader Jim 
Saleam has been charged with 
possessing a spoked mace and another 
member with possession of explosives. 
Saleam has also appeared in court on 
charges of insurance fraud. 

The attack on Ridgway’s car occurred 
after National Action death threats, and 
another anti-racist activist, Meredith 
Bergman, told newspapers that there have 
been some 60 to 70 incidents of harassment 
of anti-racists over the last year. National 
Action vice-president Mark Ferguson 
denied knowledge of the fire-bombing and 
the organisation has claimed that it is the 
victim of a ‘frame-up’ by the New South 
Wales Special Branch. 





Cart iva XG TAINS 
RACISM & FASCISM 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’‘s anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 





Black sections and the Labour Party 


On the eve of the Labour Party 
Conference, CARF asked A. 
Sivanandan, editor of Race & Class 
and long-time activist in the black 
struggle, for his views about the 
controversial issue of black sections. 


Q. The issue of black sections is likely to 
come up again at the next Labour Party 
Conference. A lot of anti-racists and left 
socialists are confused about what position 
to take vis a vis black sections, whether the 
demand is progressive, anti-racist and so 
on. 


A. Yes, there is confusion and I believe that 
it stems from the fact that there are actually 
two perspectives we have to understand: 
that of the Labour Party and that of the 
black movement. Black Sections belong in 
the Labour Party, not to the black 
movement. They belong in the Labour 
Party precisely because the Labour 
Movement had failed firstly to support the 
struggles of working-class blacks and then 
to incorporate the history of that struggle 
within their own history and traditions. 
Black Sections were thrown up by and a 
response to that failure. If the Labour 
Party wants now to be seen to be taking an 
anti-racist stance (and, make no mistake the 
Labour Party has proved itself to be a 
thoroughly racist party) ‘Black Sections’ is 
the easy option and Kinnock is a fool not to 
see it. 

Secondly, if the Labour Party prides 
itself on being a broad church, a federation 
of interests, why is there not room for black 
sections? They are no more outlandish than 
women’s sections — and I bet they will be 
just as ineffective in getting anything done 
for the working-class. ‘Black Sections’, you 
understand, is not a radical demand. It is 
Kinnock’s refusal to entertain the notion 
that gives it an aura of radicalism. 


‘Q. But why do you say Black Sections don’t 
belong to the black movement? 


A. Because they have not been thrown up 
by black people in the course of black 
struggle, they are not organic to black 
working-class struggle. They are, instead, 
the demand of a handful of aspiring 
middle-class blacks who, finding their way 
to the top of the Labour hierarchy blocked 
by racist structures, first set up their own 
parallel organisations and cabals within the 
trade union set-up — such as the Black 
Trade Union Solidarity Movement and 
Black Media Workers’ Association — 
before graduating as Black Sections into the 
Labour Party set-up. They do not come out 
of the struggles of ordinary black people in 
the inner cities — and they do not relate to 
them — but they have attached themselves 
to black struggles, like limpets, the more 


readily to gain office. And, because they 
have — by virtue of their education and 
class background — a knowledge of how 
the system works and are familiar with 
Labour Party structures and bureaucracy, 
they are able to come up with a technical, 
constitutional ‘black’ position. They know 
the machinery — and they know how to 
make it work for them. That makes them 
machine politicians, not grass-roots 
politicians. 

Do you know the kind of demands the 
Black Sections are making — 
representation on the NEC, demands that 
constituency parties only select black 
candidates and so on? You know what it 
reminds me of — the reserved seats in the 
Executive and Legislative Council system in 
the British Colonies. They are not people 
prepared for the hard graft at the 
community level — the proving of 
themselves on the ground by serving the 
people. They are after some short-cuts to 
power — and they are appropriating black 
history to justify that short-cut. But of 
course they are no different from their 
counterparts in the upper echelons of the 
(white) Labour Party and Trade Unions. 


Q. But couldn’t it be argued that if the 
Black Sections were in the Labour Party 
they could help transform it, make it less 
racist for example? 


A. Transform it? No. Less racist? Perhaps 
— but only in terms of the discrimination 
faced by middle-class blacks — in the 
matter of jobs, promotions, economic 
mobility, social acceptance. And don’t tell 
me that to aid them would be to aid blacks 
lower down the scale. That would be to 
subscribe to the IMF/World Bank ‘trickle 
down’ theory that aid given to Third World 
bourgeoisies gradually finds its way down 
to the people. Black Sections will neither 
‘blacken’ the Labour Party nor benefit the 
black working-class. And the changes they 
can make from within will be cosmetic. 
Worse, it will change not the Labour Party 
but black politics, by drawing away black 
expertise from where it is needed most — in 
the ghettoes. 


Q. Are you actually saying that there are 
now different forms of racism facing 
different sections of the black community? 


A. Yes of course. Not to say that would be 
to equate ‘Black Sections’ with black 
struggle — that would be to ignore the class 
stratification that has taken place in the 
black community. There is no such thing as 
a black-qua-black movement anymore. 
There are middle-class blacks fighting for a 
place in the (white) middle-class sun and 
there are workless and working-class blacks 
fighting for survival and basic freedoms. 
Black Sections in fact, are a distraction 


from the main issues facing ordinary black 
people — most importantly the tremendous 
increase in racial attacks, arson and 
murder, the impunity with which these are 
carried out and the failure of the police 
even to acknowledge them as racial attacks, 
let alone their failure to bring the culprits to 
book. And then when the people set up 
their own organisations to defend 
themselves, they are penalised and 
outlawed by the courts — and left 
defenceless. My point is not just that Black 
Sections don’t relate to this but, worse, that 
they have changed the terms of debate 
about racism. Black Sections are what the 
media want to concentrate on when it ought 
to be discussing the resurgence of fascist 
groups, which is much worse than it was in 
the ’70s — only now it is hidden from view; 
it affects mostly the black communities; it 
does not affect the electoral chances of the 
Labour or Tory parties as it did in the local 
and general elections in the ’70s. And that 
also explains why there is no Anti-Nazi 
League today. The nazis are not trying to 
win seats anymore, they are altering whole 
areas of working-class culture — and where 
is the Left in all this, where are the Black 
Sections? In a society polarised into classes 
by Thatcherite monetarism, the left and 
anti-racists have to choose which type of 
racism they want to deal with — the Black 
Sections’ middle-class concerns or the 
fundamental issues of life and liberty that 
confront the black working-class. 


Q. Your view on Black Sections, as on 
Racism Awareness Training is quite 
controversial, though always with a 
race/class perspective. Could you clarify 
for us the relationship you see between 
black struggle and working-class struggle? 


A. Firstly, working-class blacks bring a 
tradition of community politics which can 
enrich the Labour movement and the 
Labour Party. It was that same tradition 
that brought massive black support to the 
miners’ struggles and it was not an accident 
that the miners were fighting for their 
communities too. It was ordinary black 
people you saw taking food, clothing, 
money to the miners’ pickets, not the Black 
Sections. Secondly, it is the rumpus about 
Black Sections that has thrown up black 
candidates in a number of constituencies — 
not the needs of the black community, not 
their ‘nominees’ if you like, not candidates 
who will necessarily represent their 
interests. That will come, in the course of 
struggle, and then we can expect it to 
radicalise Labour politics. But ‘Black 
Sections’ is a hybrid, looking for its 
legitimacy to the struggles of black people 
and for its habitation and name to the 
Labour Party. It has no life of its own, it’s a 
pastiche, it’s disorganic. 
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In his Annual Report for 1985, Sir 


Kenneth Newman spoke of the 
‘“‘worryingly large’’ problem of ‘‘racial 
conflict’? in London and promised a 
new ‘‘sensitive’’ approach for the 
victims. 

Now, in response to several alarming 
arson attacks on Asian families — one 
attack in Ilford left a pregnant woman and 
her three children dead — the 
Commissioner has reiterated that stand, 
and called on all voluntary race relations 
groups and local authorities to set aside 
their disagreements with police and work 
with them to combat racial violence. 


Police interrogate victims 


But in all this sound and fury where is the 
proof to substantiate Sir Kenneth’s high- 
sounding sentiments? After the Ilford fire, 
the police fed stories to certain newspapers 
implying that the motive of the attack was 
not racial — and this despite the fact that 
three white youths were seen running away 
from the fire. After a fire in Leyton, in 
which 14 people narrowly escaped with 
their lives, the family were taken straight 
from hospital to Chingford police station, 
kept in separate cells, and interrogated for 
some eight hours. Mrs Kayani repeatedly 
asked for milk for her two month old baby 
(apparently police had not allowed her to 
take baby milk from home on the grounds 
that they were in a hurry) before eventually 


The police, racist attacks, and self-defence 


being given milk not suitable for babies. 


‘Racial motive’ = ‘too political’ 


After a fire at an Indian restaurant in 
Bromley, police criticised a local MP who 
wrote to the restaurant owner expressing his 
sympathy and who issued a press statement 
condemning this ‘‘cowardly and murderous 
attack’’. For the police, there was no 
evidence that this was a racial attack, let 
alone an arson: ‘‘This kind of reaction can 
be dangerous’’ said Detective Chief Super- 
intendent Derek Croft. ‘‘If young people 
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were to read this and decide to take their 
revenge we could have quite a serious 
situation on our hands’’. 

The Detective Inspector of West 
Yorkshire had adopted the ‘revenge’ line 
after an attack by eight racist thugs on three 
Asian men outside a Bradford pub earlier 
this year. The Constable said that to accept 
a “‘racial motive’’ would be ‘‘too political’’ 
an approach. He went on to instruct local 
black and anti-racist groups not to organise 
themselves into self defence groups, but 
instead to channel their ‘‘public 
conscience”? through ‘‘co-operation and 
liaison’’ with police. 

It would seem that Sir Kenneth 
Newman’s plea for co-operation has little 
to do with a genuine desire to fight racism. 
It is perhaps better attributed to his desire 
to form Consultative Schemes throughout 
London, and to co-opt ethnic minority 
representation on to them — all the better 
to manage and defuse the rising militancy 
of the Asian community. 

The police are even intent on 
downplaying and generally obscuring racist 
incidents. After a meeting with the 
Commission for Racial Equality, and after 
groups in East London had called for 
Special Branch to go through the files of 
right-wing activists in Ilford, Newman 
could still announce that over the past two 
years whilst minor incidents of racial abuse 
were on the increase, the number of racial 
attacks had fallen! 





Black doctor under attack 





A black doctor, who has fought NHS 
racism tenaciously through the courts, 
is now in danger of being deprived of 
his right of access to the law by the 
Attorney-General. 


Dr Mark Ponnampalam has taken over 
50 cases of racial discrimination to 
Industrial Tribunals over the past two years 
— one for each job he has been refused. He 
has taken his case to the European 
Commission on Human Rights and had just 
issued a writ against the Health Minister in 
August when he was served with the 
gagging proceedings. If successful the order 
would mean that the Doctor could never 
again launch legal proceedings of any kind, 
in any court, as of right — he would always 
have to apply for permission to the High 
Court first. 

The proceedings are draconian and are 
used extremely rarely — there is only one 
other reported case in the last forty years. 
Their use is to prevent ‘vexatious’ litigation. 

The doctor is clearly ‘vexatious’ to the 
Department of Health in his tireless 
exposure of institutionalised racism 
permeating the NHS. For it is undeniable 
that black doctors are kept in the low-status 
areas such as geriatrics and mental health; 
in junior or temporary positions; with low 
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pay and overworked conditions. The 
pattern extends to nurses — black nurses 
are routinely channelled into SEN courses, 
with lower status and fewer promotion 
prospects than the SRN courses favoured 
for white nurses; and to patients, whose 
neglect and callous treatment has resulted 
in, among other things, a far higher peri- 
natal mortality rate than among whites. 
And while tribunals and Area Health 
Authorities can avoid these issues when 
looking at the reasons for a candidate’s 
failure to win a particular job (and none of 
the tribunals has found in the doctor’s 
favour) — his cases, and the research 
reports and statistics that he cites, are a 
tiresome reminder to the DHSS that the 
struggle against NHS racism won’t quietly 
go away. 

The Mark Ponnampalam Support 
Campaign is fighting to ensure that the 
doctor is not deprived of his right to go to 
court. The campaign’s broad perspective on 
the NHS has also made it a focus for other 
black people who have suffered, as staff or 
as patients, and it has taken up several cases 
for campaigning and for court action. 

Messages of support, donations and 
requests for further information to: The 
Mark Ponnampalam Support Campaign, 
c/o 17-19 Dalston Lane, London E8 3DF. 


Anti-racist 
rhetoric 
challenged 


On 5 August 450 NALGO members 
walked out of their jobs at Islington 
Council’s neighbourhood offices in 
order, in the words of one of the strike 
organisers, ‘‘to get the Council to 
implement its own anti-racist 
policies’. 

As we go to press, the five-week old strike 
has ended, with the Council still refusing to 
enter into negotiations over the single 
NALGO demand — that the Housing 
Department’s Violet Howell, found guilty 
at a disciplinary hearing of harassing a 
black colleague, be barred from working 
directly with the public. 

During these five weeks the Council has 
brought in scab labour to do the work of 
the strikers, and has threatened other trade 
unionists who refused to cross picket lines 
with a lockout. NALGO strike organisers 
who invited Margaret Hodge to explain the 
Council’s position at a public meeting were 
informed that she could not attend, as she- 
would be at the TUC Conference in 
Blackpool. 


Continued on page 19 


For more than two years there has been a 
history of sustained intimidation of black 
workers in the Housing Department. They 
have been verbally abused, threatened with 
violence, and rubbish has been tipped over 
their desks. Four workers left their jobs 
because of this treatment. Eighteen months 
ago NALGO attempted to get the Council 
to take action against the perpetrators, and 
finally, in April of this year five members of 
staff appeared before a disciplinary 
hearing, on what were — given the extent of 
the harassment — minor charges. In spite 
of the lawyer provided by extreme right- 
winger Lady Birdwood, three of them were 
found guilty: Irene Pledger has sir.ce then 
been suspended on full pay pending further 
investigation, while Steven Heaney and 


Violet Howell were reprimanded and told 
to go on a Racism Awareness Training 
(RAT) course. 

According to NALGO, these cases 
represent the tip of an iceberg to which 
RAT is hardly an adequate response. The 
union is appalled at the feeble penalties 
given confirmed racists, which, it says, have 
encouraged racism within the Housing 
Department. Since the disciplinary hearing 
racist graffiti and new forms of 
intimidation have become commonplace, 
and the Council seems unconcerned. 
NALGO would like to see the Council 
substitute anti-racist training for its 
voluntary RAT courses, and develop an 
effective means of dealing with its own 
racists. As a first step it has sought Council 


agreement on its minimal demand: that 
none of the three found guilty of racist 
harassment be allowed to work directly with 
the public. The Council position is that 
‘redeploying’ Violet Howell from a new 
neighbourhood office supervisory post — 
which she has yet to take up — would be 
punishing her twice. 

Both constituency Labour parties in 
Islington have passed resolutions in support 
of the NALGO action. However, in early 
September the NALGO branch 
membership voted against coming out in 
support of the strike. On 9th September the 
strikers resumed work, still determined to 
make the Council realise that ‘‘there is 
more to fighting racism than fashionable 
rhetoric’. 


Blowing the whistle on the Daily Mail 


For nearly a century the Daily Mail has 
indefatigably served up imperialist and 
racist material to its middle-class 
readers. Shortly after its founding in 
1896, the Mail was, for instance, 
celebrating the way the English 
coloniser ‘‘takes hold of the savages of 
the part he comes to and teaches them 
to march and shoot as he tells them, to 
obey him and believe in him and die for 
him and the Queen’’ (23.6.1897). 
Decades later, it was an unabashed 
“Hurrah for the Blackshirts!’’ 
(15.1.1934). 

In recent times, the paper has played fast 
and loose with the facts on immigration. It 
has had no qualms about making up 
evidence for inflammatory front page scare 
stories about ‘swamping’ which have, on 
occasion, even outraged other mainstream 
papers. For example, the Sunday Times of 
5 February 1978 took the Mail to task — 
and forced a public apology out of it — for 
its wholly fictitious ‘‘One in five babies in 
Britain are coloured’’ extravanganza 
(4.2.1978). 

But rebukes from the press, the public, 
and the Press Council have made no visible 
impact on Editor-in-Chief Sir David 
English, and his band of implacable sub- 
editors. It is, however, possible that direct 
action might succeed in making the paper 
change its racist ways, where more polite 
forms of protest have failed. For well over a 
month the Manchester offices of the Mail 
have been the target of a widely-based 
campaign led by the Working Group 
against Daily Mail Racism, which was 
organised in response to the Mail’s front 
page ‘news’ exclusive of 5 August: 
“Scandal of the brides for sale’’, and 
accompanying feature and leader. The gist 
of this latest Mail slur on the Asian 
community is that young teenage girls of 
Asian descent are being ‘‘sold’’ by their 
parents to strangers seeking UK citizenship. 
No evidence of any sort was offered for this 


reportedly ‘widespread’ practice. Two days 
after the article appeared, nearly 100 people 
picketed the Mail office in the heavy rain, 
demanding to know who the ‘Daily Mail 
reporters’ were who wrote the scurrilous 
pieces, and also demanding a published 
apology and right of reply. 

The next day, representatives of 18 
different community, defence and political 
and cultural groups attended a public 
meeting and accused the Mail of 
manufacturing a smear in order to create a 
climate of opinion favourable to a further 
tightening of the immigration rules. Sure 
enough, within a few weeks, the 
government had again changed the rules on 
immigration. Women and fiancées from the 
Indian sub-continent who claimed a legal 
right to enter Britain have now been forced 
to go to the back of the more than two- 
year-long queue. 

Meanwhile, the campaign against Daily 


Daily Mail, Tuesday, August 6, 1985 








Mail racism has developed new forms of 
protest as it gains mass support. In addition 
to pickets and public meetings in London 
and Manchester, an exhibition featuring 
examples of racist coverage in the Mail has 
been mounted outside the newspaper’s 
Manchester offices. The exhibition has 
attracted keen public interest, with over 
3,000 people signing a petition critical of 
the paper. Campaign organisers have 
recently notified the Attorney General of 
their intention to take out a writ against the 
Mail for its August 5th article. They also 
intend to work with the relevant trade 
unions in order to combat ‘‘the racist 
attitudes that prompt some journalists and 
some newspapers to write and publish such 
divisive rubbish’’. 

You can send messages of support to the 
Working Group against Daily Mail Racism, 
the WFA Media & Cultural Centre, 9 Lucy 
Street, Manchester M15. 








‘Please You want into Britain, she's got a passport !—Tell you what, we'll pay you then!" 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 





IMMIGRATION 


Probe into alien checks 


There is concern at police involvement in 
deportation and nationality cases. A number of 
cases have been brought to the attention of 
Manchester City Council’s police research unit in 
which it is alleged officers have apprehended 
immigrants without ‘reason, confiscated 
passports and, in the event of irregularities, 
served deportation notices. The police 
monitoring committee will attempt to discover to 
what extent police are involved in deportations 
and what routine and guidelines are used to 
question black people, and to demand and 
confiscate of passports. (Manchester Evening 
News 20.8.85.) 


Delighted 


A Greek Cypriot couple have won their fight to 
stay in Britain. Loucas and Maria Stefani’s battle 
to stay in the UK began three years ago when 
they went to the Home Office of their own 
accord to sort out matters. Home Office Minister 
David Waddington said their children Elena, 8, 
and Jinny, 5, both born in North Wales, could 
stay, but their parents mast ledve. Wrexham MP 
Dr John Marek launched the campaign on 
compassionate grounds after the appeals 
procedure had been exhausted. (Liverpool Daily 
Post 21.8.85.) 

And in Manchester, factory worker Kamal 
Kumar has been told by the Home Office 
Minister that no further attempts will be made by 
immigration officers to deport him. Mr Kumar 
came to Britain and married in July 1978, but 
later the marriage broke down. It was after this 
he was told that he would have to return to India 
even though he had a child in Manchester. Mr 
Kumar applied to stay in the country indefinitely 
but by the time the Home Office considered the 
application the marriage had broken down. 
Although the court ruled that Mr Kumar should 
be deported, he was allowed to stay on 
compassionate grounds after a lengthy campaign 
on his behalf. (Manchester Evening News 
23.7.85.) 


Wives and fiancées claiming a legal right to enter 
Britain from the Indian subcontinent have had 
their special priority removed and will join 
queues which are already more than two years 
long. The change was not put before Parliament 
when immigration rules were changed in July, 
and there has been no public announcement. A 
spokesman declined to comment on why the 
opposite course suggested by the European court 
ruling had not been adopted. These rules give 
husbands top priority in the queues as well as 
wives. The change in the rules was disclosed in a 
letter to the general secretary of the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of Immigrants. The 
letter said that in place of the earlier system in 
which there were two classes there would now be 
four. Only those with a right of abode, 
dependent relatives over 70 and_ special 
compassionate cases would qualify for priority 
treatment. (Guardian 31.8.85.) 
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‘Deport’ move for two women 


Three Ghanaian women were fined a total of 
£300 and recommended for deportation when 
they appeared at Thames court on charges of 
harbouring an illegal immigrant. An 
immigration officer, who interviewed Elizabeth 
Smith and her husband, said he interviewed the 
couple separately°on 15 September and formed 
the opinion the marriage did not exist. He 
referred the case to the immigration office in 
London. In April, an officer of the passport and 
immigration squad arrested Smith and Agnes 
Shaw and questioned them also about Abena 
Owusu, who was staying with them. Owusu was 
fined £100 and recommended for deportation 
after she admitted being an illegal immigrant. 
Smith and Shaw of East India Dock Road, 
Poplar pleaded not guilty but were fined £100 
each. (East London Advertiser 30.8.85.) 


Family says Iranian dared to slash wrist 


Ahmad Farahini, who nearly severed his hand 
with a razor blade while awaiting deportation, 
had been ‘dared’ by a senior immigration 
official, his relatives say. He had been refused 
political asylum and was about to board a flight 
from Heathrow to Harare, Zimbabwe, his last 
port of call. He feared he would be forced to 
return to Tehran, where because he had been 
involved with supporters of the opposition, he 
would certainly be imprisoned. When he was 
being escorted to the departure gate, the officers 
spoke calmly and gently at first, but later a more 
senior official ‘dared’ Mr Farahini to carry out 
his threat to die rather than risk leaving Britain. 
He slashed his left wrist very deeply three times 
severing all the major blood vessels. He was 
taken to Ashford Remand Centre and then to 
Wexham Park Hospital in Slough. The case is to 
be taken up with the Home Office by the minister 
responsible for race relations, Sir George Young. 
(Guardian 21.8.85.) 


POLICE 


Computer used at Carnival 


Computers were used at the Notting Hill 
Carnival for the first time. Video cameras 
continually filmed the crowd and the tapes will 
be shown to a police audience to help identify 
troublemakers and thieves. Crime patterns from 
last year’s event were programmed into the 
computer, in the hope’ that it would be able to 
predict the movements of pickpockets. In 
addition to this surveillance there were 7,000 to 
8,000 police on duty, and six 10-man teams of 
detectives linked by radio. Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner Robert Innes, in charge of police 
arrangements, said that police want people to 
have a good time. (Daily Telegraph 23.8.85.) 


Party fire file closed 


Police have closed the file on the 1981 New Cross 
fire that killed 13 young blacks. But parents of 
the youngsters vow that their investigations will 
not cease until the fire-raiser is brought to 
justice. George Francis, leader of the New Cross 
Fire Parents’ Committee, says police have closed 
the case at the wrong time, and that the parents 
will never give up. (South London Press 
30.8.85.) 

Four Asian youths who attacked and wounded 
a white boy did so against a background of 
continuing racial harassment against their 
community, said the judge who sentenced each 
to 180 hours community service. Judge Uziell- 
Hamilton said in view of the case’s racial 
background he judge was prepared to waive the 
custodial sentences which would otherwise have 
been imposed. Seeman Choudry, Asif Husain, 
Aslam Husain and Paul Ahmed, all from Stoke 
Newington, said they were always being racially 
abused. “‘If you go to the police they just write it 


down and do nothing. It’s something that 
doesn’t just happen to you one day; it’s every 
day of your life’’. (Guardian 29.8.85.) 


Black community boycotts police meeting 


Most of the black community boycotted the 
meeting of the police consultative committee, set 
up to promote better relations between police 
and public. Chairman Christopher Carstairs 
admitted he was ‘very disappointed’ that so few 
black representatives had attended. ‘‘The police 
are getting away with too much and the black 
community is still under strong harassment from 
them’’, said Frank Critchlow, who runs the 
Mangrove Community Association. “It is an 
intentional boycott because we don’t think it’s 
going to stop the harassment’. New efforts are 
being made to win the trust of Kensington 
residents, but Frank Critchlow still feels ‘‘It’s a 
waste of time judging by what’s happened in the 
past’’. (Kensington News and Post 9.8.85.) 


EDUCATION 


Race head must get his job back 


The High Court has ruled that the suspended 
headmaster Ray Honeyford must be reinstated. 
The judge gave Bradford City Council a week to 
appeal, in which time Honeyford remains 
suspended. Mr Justice Simon Brown ruled that 
the council was wrong to continue Honeyford’s 
suspension after a vote in June by governors of 
the Drummond Middle School, calling for him to 
be given his job back. Once the governors had 
decided against dismissal, the judge ruled, the 
disciplinary proceedings are concluded. The 
authority have no alternative but to terminate the 
suspension. (Standard 5.9.85.) 


NF schools lobby 


Devon Education Authority will keep a close 
watch on the activities of the National Front 
which has plans to distribute leaflets outside 
schools at Torquay next month. Members of the 
Front agreed at a recent meeting to concentrate 
on two schools in the first week of the new term. 
In addition, leaflets will be delivered to houses 
and selling papers would continue as part of a 
membership recruitment. Mr Keith Watson, 
senior assistant education officer for South 
Devon, said that unless Front members entered 
school premises, there was nothing he could do. 
The Anti-Nazi League in Torbay said they would 
mount a counter-attack. ‘‘We are totally 
appalled by the suggestion of leafleting outside 
schools. There has been a marked increase of 
rather obnoxious propaganda in Torbay 
recently’. (Western Morning News 2.8.85.) 





Staff walkout 


Kitchen staff at the Central Middlesex Hospital 
walked out in a row about a senior manager who 
is accused of stirring up racial hatred. The 
catering workers, members of NUPE, picketed 
the hospital for six hours until management 
agreed to hold talks to try and resolve the 
dispute. The row centres on a fake job 
application form which was photocopied and 
circulated at the hospital. A union spokesman 
said his members had been deeply insulted by the 
contents of the application form, and the staff, 
many of whom were black, voted not to work for 
the man allegedly responsible for the form. 
Union officials were not satisfied with a letter of 
apology they had received from the manager. 
They were demanding personal letters of apology 
to be sent to all the staff involved. The picket was 
eventually called off after management agreed to 
discuss the matter. (Willesden and Brent 
Chronicle 30.8.85.) 


